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30 Vajrakumär
In the city of Tumbivan, there lived a rich Brahmin called Dhangiri.  He had a beautiful wife named 
Sunandä.  Their life was full of joy.  When Sunandä was pregnant, she had a beautiful dream.  She told her 
husband, who was also a scholar, about the dream.  He told her that she would give birth to a bright and 
charming child.  She felt very happy.

One day a Jain Ächärya named Sinhgiri came to the city.  Both Dhangiri and Sunandä went to listen to 
his sermons regularly.  Dhangiri’s soul was awakened by these sermons, and he lost interest in his wealth, 
family, and worldly affairs.  He decided to give up his worldly life and become a monk.  He told his wife 
about his decision.  She was shocked.  She tried to convince him to stay and enjoy their life together.  She 
also said that since they were going to have a child, it would be better to stay together to raise the child.  
Dhangiri did not change his mind.  Nonetheless, he made the necessary financial arrangement for his 
family.  Sunandä, who was the daughter of a religious merchant Dhanpäl, had a deep understanding of 
religion.  Therefore, she accepted his decision.  Sunandä was consoled that at least she was the wife of a 
virtuous man.

A few months later, Sunandä gave birth to a very handsome boy.  He was lovable because he always had 
a smile on his face.  Everybody who saw him liked him from the very first glance.  Sunandä celebrated 
his birth.  She felt happy that she had a son to raise but her happiness did not last long.  One day some 
ladies from the neighborhood were visiting her and started talking about her husband.  One of them said, 
“If Dhangiri had not taken Dikshä (to become a monk), then he would have celebrated the birth with more 
extravagance than Sunandä.” The child, although a baby, heard the word “Dikshä” and started thinking.  
He felt as if he had heard the word Dikshä before.  While thinking about it, he suddenly remembered his 
past life.  He realized that he was on the right spiritual path.  He decided that he should take advantage 
of being born as a human again and should utilize this life to further uplift his soul.  He should become a 
monk like his father.  He also realized that his mother would not let him go because he was her only hope 
and joy.  He started thinking about what could be done to get her permission.

At last, he came to the decision that since his mother would not let him go willingly; he should create a 
situation whereby she might get tired of him and give him up.  He was still a little boy in the crib when 
he thought, “If I keep crying all the time then she will get tired of me and maybe she will try to get rid of 
me.” He put his thoughts to work right away.  He started crying.  His mother came running to comfort him, 
but he just kept crying.  She tried everything but nothing helped to quiet him down.  She took him to the 
doctors and took advice from others but nothing worked.  The child’s trick worked.  Even their neighbors 
who had liked this child very much got tired of him.  Finally, his mother was fed up with him but did not 
know what to do with him.  The child was now six months old and monk Dhangiri (the child’s father) and 
Ächärya Sinhgiri visited the city again.  Sunandä came to know about this and thought of giving the child 
to his father.

At the usual time for alms (going to collect food), Dhangiri Muni asked permission from the Ächärya to 
go for alms.  Ächärya Sinhgiri told him, “Dhangiri, today you may accept even a live thing if it is offered.” 
The Ächärya possessed a special power and he knew what alms monk Dhangiri was going to get so he 
gave his permission ahead of time.  Although Muni Dhangiri did not understand what his guru meant, he 
left for alms.  On his route to various houses, he arrived at Sunandä’s house.  He said, “Dharma Läbha” 
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(May you follow the proper religion).  Sunandä recognized the voice.  She welcomed Muni Dhangiri and 
expressed happiness in seeing him again.  She invited him to enter the house for food.

The young boy also heard Muni Dhangiri’s words “Dharma Läbha”.  He thought that this was the best 
opportunity for his trick so he started crying.  This irritated his mother and she told the monk, “You are 
lucky to be able to uplift your soul but I am tired with the burden of your child.  He does nothing but cry.  
He does not let me rest and I am very unhappy.  Please accept him so there will be peace in the house.” 
The child heard these words and became very happy in his mind.  He hoped that Muni would accept her 
proposal.  Muni Dhangiri remembered the words of his Guru spoken right before he left for alms.  Now 
he understood what his Guru meant.  He said, “Sunandä, if you really want to give this child away, I will 
accept him, but please think twice.  Once you give him away you will not be able to get him back.  You 
will have no right to this child after that.” On hearing this, the child started crying even louder.  She said, 
“I do not want to hear this crying anymore.  I am so sick and tired of him that I do not want him around at 
all.  You can take him forever.”

She picked up the child and put him in the Muni’s cloth bag.  As soon as the boy was handed over to the 
Muni, he stopped crying and started smiling.  Sunandä was surprised by this and kept looking at the boy.  
However, she was determined to give him away.  Muni left with the child to go to the Upäshray (place 
where monks stay).  Ächärya Sinhgiri saw that Muni Dhangiri was carrying something heavy.  So he asked 
him, “Why is your bag so heavy?” When the Muni opened his bag, his Guru saw the handsome smiling 
boy.  Since he was so heavy the Ächärya named him “Vajrakumär”.

Ächärya Sinhgiri requested a prominent Jain Shrävak (householder) to take care of Vajrakumär and to 
make sure that he was taught Jain religious teachings as he had the potential of being a great Ächärya in 
the future.  The Shrävak brought Vajrakumär home and told his wife what Ächärya Sinhgiri wanted them 
to do.  She was a very religious woman and happily agreed to the wishes of the Ächärya.  She loved the 
boy so much that she would not let him go anywhere without her.  She always took him to the Upäshray 
to see the Sädhvis (nuns).  Even though he was little, he listened to and memorized all the scriptures the 
nuns were reciting.  By the time, he was three years old, he had learned up to eleven Angas (oldest Jain 
scriptures).  He was respectful to everybody and talked very intelligently.

One day, one of Sunandä’s friends came to her house and said, “Do you know that your child, who kept 
crying, spends a lot of his time at our Upäshray? I have never heard him cry.  He is a very charming and 
lovable child.” Sunandä tried to ignore what her friends told her but after all she was Vajrakumär’s mother.  
She longed to see her son again.  She started thinking, “How could I have done such a terrible thing? How 
could I have given up my precious child to a Muni? After all, he is my child.  I should get him back.”

A few days later, Ächärya Sinhgiri and Muni Dhangiri came to Tumbivan again.  She went to the Upäshray.  
She approached Muni Dhangiri and asked him “Please, give my son back.  I cannot live without him any 
more.” Muni Dhangiri said, “I told you at that time that once you have given him away you will not get 
him back.  Remember, you said you did not want him at all.  We cannot give back what we take.”

Sunandä said, “I do not know why I did that.  I cannot live without my son.  Please find a way to give me 
back my son.”

Ächärya Sinhgiri and Muni Dhangiri tried to convince her to forget him, but she was determined to get 
him back.
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At last, she went to the king and requested, “Please help me get my son back.  My husband has become a 
monk and I am lonely.  He is the only child I have.  Please ask them to return my son.”

The king heard the whole story from Sunandä.  He said, “Let me find out what happened, and I will let 
you know shortly.” He inquired about the situation and found that because Sunandä was tired of her son’s 
incessant crying, she had voluntarily given away her child.

The king called Sunandä and told her, “Sunandä, when Muni Dhangiri came to your house for alms you 
gave your child away voluntarily because you were fed up with his crying.  Once you give something you 
cannot have it back.”

Sunandä said, “Oh King, this is not a thing.  This is my own flesh and blood, and he is the only hope I have.  
Please do something to get him back.  I cannot live without him.”

The king could feel the motherly affection and sincerity in her voice.  He was also puzzled.  Ultimately he 
told Sunandä, “I will call you and Muni Dhangiri in the courthouse and let Vajrakumär decide whom he 
wants to go with.  Is it okay with you?”

Sunandä said, “Yes, Your Majesty.”Sunandä said, “Yes, Your Majesty.”

VAJRAKUMÄR
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The next day, the king’s courthouse was full of people curious to see what would happen to the child.  
Sunandä came with toys, sweets, clothes, and other novelty items to attract Vajrakumär.  The king and all 
his ministers came.  Muni Dhangiri came with other monks.  Everybody in the courthouse including the 
king paid homage to the monks.  Vajrakumär also came.

The king told Vajrakumär, “Vajrakumär, although you are very little, you are a very intelligent boy.” 
Pointing towards his mother, he said, “She is your mother.  She is very affectionate and loving.  She has 
lots of toys, sweets, and good clothes for you.  She wants you back.  On the other side,” pointing towards 
Monk Dhangiri, he continued, “there is a Monk who has given up worldly life.  He is full of restraint and 
lives the life of renunciation.  He is very virtuous and a revered person.  He also wants to keep you with 
him to teach you about spiritual life.  Now you must decide which way you want to go.  Do you want to 
go with your mother or with the monk?”

There was pin drop silence.  Everybody was eagerly waiting to see what Vajrakumär would decide.  
Vajrakumär was very serious today.  He got up, and as he walked, he glanced at his mother and Muni 
Dhangiri.  Sunandä started screaming, “Son, come here.  See, I have brought you toys, sweets, and new 
clothes.  Please, please, come to me.”

On the other side, Muni Dhangiri did not have anything with him except an Ogho (a broom to clean the 
way before walking).  He showed that to Vajrakumär.

Vajrakumär picked up the Ogho and started dancing with it.  He started smiling again.  Then he decided to 
sit down with Muni Dhangiri and looked at everybody with a joyful face.

Everybody in the courthouse, including the king and Sunandä, were amazed that the young boy decided on 
monkhood instead of a luxurious worldly life.  Sunandä accepted the decision of Vajrakumär and wished 
him success.  She celebrated Vajrakumär’s dikshä with joy and delight.  Later, Vajrakumär became a great 
Ächärya.

A human soul is capable of having high religious values and faith 
at any age.  The story of Vajrakumär clearly shows us that it is 
never too early to learn religious values and to practice religion.  

STORIES AFTER BHAGAWÄN MAHÄVIR
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It is a spacious, all marble temple.  There are highly artistic figures in its domes, arcs, and panels.  The 
sculptures are exquisite.  It would be nearly impossible to bring out that sort of accuracy even in wax.  The 
fact that the artists have done it in marble is marvelous and draws the instantaneous admiration of every 
visitor.  These types of sculpture are not found anywhere else in the world.  It is said that Vimalshä paid 
the artists in gold – the artisans collected the marble dust that they had carved for the day and brought it in 
and had it weighed.  The person in charge would give them gold equal to the weight of stone powder! His 
generosity and the beauty of the temple have immortalized his name.  It is virtually a wonder of the world.  
Later on, Vimalshä led a Jain Sangha to Shatrunjay Mountain located in the town of Palitana that cost 40 
million gold coins.  He constructed the Vimalvasahi temple there.  It is located on the way to the main 
complex on the hill.  It is a small but equally exquisite temple.  It is popularly known as Bhulbhulämani 
temple, meaning a maze temple.  He also constructed the well-known temples of Kumbhäriä on the Äräsur 
hill on the northern border of Gujarat.  Moreover, he is credited with the construction of a beautiful temple 
in the capital city of Pätan.

One successful but highly instructive anecdote 
is associated with his later life.  It is said that 
Shridevi had a dream in which she saw a 
goddess.  The goddess asked her to go to the 
temple along with her husband at midnight 
on a specific date and ask for whatever they 
wanted.  Both of them were eager to have a 
son and went to the temple to express their 
wish.  While they were waiting for midnight 
to arrive, they felt thirsty.  Vimalshä therefore 
went to an adjoining well to fetch water.  
Inside the well there were steps which went 
all the way down to the water level.  While 
he was going down the steps to get the water, 
someone asked him to pay toll for taking 
water.  Vimalshä was amazed to hear that and 
asked the person why he was demanding toll 
to drink the water.  The person replied that he 
was a descendent of the person who had built 
the well.  Since he was poor, he was collecting 
a toll for using the well.

Vimalshä was taken aback to hear that.  He 
asked himself, “What would happen if one 
day some of my own descendents tried to 
collect a toll for the temple that I have built?” 
He shuddered at the idea and again asked 
himself whether it would be better in that 
case to remain without a child.  He went up 
and told his wife about the incident.  She 
concurred with his thinking.  At midnight 
when the goddess asked them what they 
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wanted, Shridevi replied that she did not want a child anymore.  Now, it was the turn of the goddess to be 
taken aback.  Vimalshä narrated what he had experienced and said that they wanted to remain childless.

Vastupäl and Tejpäl

Two brothers, Vastupäl and Tejpäl were ministers in the court of King Vir-Dhaval in Gujarat.  Tejpäl 
was also a very outstanding commander of the army.  Both brothers made their name by their valor and 
faithfulness.  They helped the king to conquer enemies and maintain law and order in the kingdom.  
Tejpäl’s wife Anupamä-devi was a wise and smart woman, who always helped her husband in family 
matters.  She was sweet spoken and a very religious and compassionate woman.

Tejpäl had always respected her opinion.  Once, the families of both the brothers and many others went 
on a pilgrimage.  They came to a small village.  This particular area was not regarded as very safe for the 
pilgrims because the road was frequented by dacoits.  Thinking that they might meet some dacoits on the 
way, the brothers decided to bury and hide their wealth in the nearby area.  They started digging a hole but 
to their amazement, they unearthed a big pot of jewels and coins from the ground.  They simply did not 
know what to do with this wealth.

Tejpäl asked Anupamä-devi what they should do with this immense wealth.  Anupamä-devi had no 
hesitation in replying that this wealth had come from a deep trench but the right place for it was on a high 
mountain.  This would spread the glory of Jainism.  Thus, they decided to take it to the top of the mountain 
and spend it there.

The brothers decided to build a temple on Mt.  Abu.  It is known as Lunig Vasahi Temple.  Tirthankar 
Neminäth Bhagawän’s Samavasaran has also been carved in this temple.  Tejpäl had also dedicated two 
Gokhlas (niches) for two women, one to commemorate his wife and the other to commemorate his brother’s 
wife (sister-in-law).  These niches are called ‘Deräni-Jethäni nä Gokhlas’ (The wives of two brothers are 
known as Deräni – Jethäni.  Deräni is the younger one and Jethäni is the older brother’s wife).

They constructed many more temples of which only the Delwädä temple and the Neminäth Temple of 
Mount Girnar exist today.  However, the Lunig Vasahi Temple of Mount Abu is similar to that of the 
Vimalshä Temple.  Fifty-two Deva Kulikas (subsidiary shrines) have also been constructed on an elevated 
platform around the central temple, each with the statue of a Tirthankar.  Elephants were used to carry the 
marble to Mount Abu for the construction of the temples.  A place called Hasti Shälä is also built within 
the temple complex to commemorate the contribution of elephants.

The contribution made by Vimalshä, Vastupäl and Tejpäl to the 
architecture of Jain temples is very inspiring.  Their dedication to their 
religion, and their perseverance and honesty are praiseworthy.  Their 
contribution to Jain architecture is part of our great heritage.

TEMPLES OF DELWÄDÄ
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33 Udayan Mantri and His Sons - 
Ämbad and Bähad

Udayan Mantri (Minister)

The Solanki dynasty was the golden period for the state of Gujarat and the prosperity of the State reached 
its peak during the reign of King Kumärpäl.  The credit for attaining this position mainly goes to his 
chancellors who were known as Mantris.  It is interesting to learn that many of the chancellors of the 
Solanki period were Jains.  The contribution of Udayan Mantri and his sons Ämbad and Bähad to the rise 
and success of King Kumärpäl was substantial.

Originally, Udayan was a simple merchant in a village named Vägharä near the town of Jälore, Rajasthan.  
He could hardly make ends meet and was passing his days in hardship.  His wife Suhädevi suggested they 
move to a place with better economic prospects.  During this time, King Siddharäj was ruling the state of 
Gujarat, and its prosperity was increasing by leaps and bounds.  Hence Udayan thought about migrating 
to Gujarat.

At that time, King Siddharäj of Gujarat had built a new town named Karnävati (Amdäväd) in the memory 
of his father Karnadev.  Since Karnävati was a fast growing city, Udayan decided to move there.  He did 
not know anyone there so he first went to the local Jain temple.  When Udayan arrived a religious lady 
named Lachchhi was worshipping in the temple.  As she came out, she noticed the new young couple and 
asked them where they were from.  Udayan replied that they were from Rajasthan and he was looking for 
some business in Karnävati.

Lachchhi was a compassionate lady.  As she knew the newcomers were Jains, she took them home and 
treated them as her guests for a couple of days.  Then she gave them an old house for shelter.  Udayan 
settled there and started a small business.  Luck favored him and within a short time he earned and saved 
enough to renovate the old house.  While digging the ground, he came across a hidden treasure.  Since he 
was honest, he took the treasure to Lachchhi and offered it to her because it belonged to her.  She declined 
to accept it stating that since the property had been given to him, the treasure also belonged to him.

Udayan now had enough money to start a large-scale business.  He made lots of money and in due course 
became the wealthiest man in Karnävati.  The State also recognized his status and gave him the position of 
the first citizen of Karnävati.  In that capacity, he rendered valuable service to the people of Karnävati.

At that time, the city of Khambhät (about 80 miles from Amdäväd) was the most lucrative seaport on the 
western coast of India.  Politicians competed with one another to get the position of governor in that city.  
Due to the proven capability of Udayan he was appointed governor of Khambhät in 1120 A.D.  He held 
that position for a fairly long period.  Two major events have been attributed to him during his tenure as 
governor.  

• At the suggestion of the queen mother, Minaldevi, he abolished the pilgrim tax of Bholad 

• He helped Devchandra-suri to initiate a five-year old boy, Chängdev, who had the potential to shine 
as a great sage.  (Later on Chängdev became the great Jain Ächärya Shri Hemchandra)

STORIES AFTER BHAGAWÄN MAHÄVIR
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His loyalty to the king was unquestionable.  He hesitated to help Kumärpäl who was roaming from town 
to town hiding from King Siddharäj.  However, when Kumärpäl came to Khambhät in search of shelter, 
Hemchandra Ächärya advised Udayan to help him.  Since Udayan highly respected the Ächärya, he 
agreed to hide Kumärpäl in his basement.  Shortly thereafter, king Siddharäj died and Kumärpäl became 
king of Gujarat.  King Kumärpäl kept Udayan in his position as governor of Khambhät and later brought 
him to Pätan (capital city of Gujarat) to work as his trusted advisor.

Udayan had not forgotten how religion had helped him during his bad times.  He therefore used his 
wealth and position to promote Jainism.  As a token of his devotion to the faith, he constructed several 
Jain temples.  Three of them are recorded in Jain history.  One was the temple known as Udayanvihär in 
Karnävati, another was Udävasahi in Dholkä (near by town of Karnävati), and the third one whose name 
is not recorded was in Khambhät.

During the later part of Udayan’s life, Kumärpäl sent him to subdue Sumvar, a notorious bandit in the 
Saurashtra region.  In that mission, he had to pass through Palitänä.  He decided to go on a pilgrimage to 
Shatrunjay hill.  To commemorate the pilgrimage, his statue has been erected on a camel’s back in a small 

His loyalty to the king was unquestionable.  He hesitated to help Kumärpäl who was roaming from town 

UDAYAN MANTRI AND HIS SONS

Shrävikä Lachchhi helping a Jain Shrävak



JAIN STORY BOOK130 JAIN STORY BOOK130

temple on the way to the main complex on the hill.  That place is now mistakenly known as Päp Punya Ni 
Bäri (window of good and bad Karma).

At that time, there was a wooden temple on the hill.  While Udayan was worshipping there, he saw a mouse 
take a lit wick in its mouth and roam about.  Udayan recovered the wick from the mouse, but he realized 
that the temple could be set on fire by a mouse.  He therefore vowed to construct a new temple there.

He succeeded in his expedition against Sumvar, but he was badly wounded in combat and his death was 
imminent.  On his death bed he told his sons about his vow to reconstruct a new temple at Shatrunjay hill.  
They promised him that they would fulfill his vow.  Thereafter, he died peacefully knowing his vow would 
be fulfilled.

Ämbad and Bähad:

Udayan had 4 sons, named Ämbad, Bähad, Chähad, and Sollak.  Ämbad was a poet and a bold warrior.  
He became the chancellor of King Kumärpäl.  He constructed the western walkway on Shatrunjay hill 
now known as Gheti Ni Päg.  He expanded Udävasahi of Dholka and renovated the well-known temple 
of Shakunikävihär at Bharuch.

Ämbad had pledged his allegiance to Kumärpäl and served him with utmost sincerity and loyalty.  When 
Kumärpäl’s successor King Ajaypäl came to the throne, he began to undo everything Kumärpäl had stood 
for.  As a result, Ämbad decided to resist him with all the means at his command.  Ajaypäl sent troops to 
subdue him.  Ämbad, however, refused to be subdued and died fighting Ajaypäl’s troops.

The second son Bähad (also known as Vähad) was a politician and statesman.  He first worked for King 
Siddharäj, and under King Kumärpäl’s regime he became the king’s trusted right hand person.  When 
Kumärpäl undertook the renovation of Somnäth temple, the project was entrusted to Bähad who carried 
out the work very well.  

In order to honor the pledge to his father, Bähad undertook the construction of a grand temple on Shatrunjay.  
The temple was completed in 1155 A.D.  But soon after, portions of the temple fell down due to intense 
wind.  Bähad then arranged to reconstruct the fallen parts so it could withstand high winds in the future.

There is an interesting anecdote associated with the construction of that temple.  When Bähad undertook 
the work, many people wanted to contribute to the project.  A list of donors was prepared in order to 
accommodate them.  At that time, there was a poor man named Bhim who earned his livelihood going 
from place to place selling Ghee (refined butter).  He went to the place where the list was being prepared.  
He had an intense desire to contribute to the project, but he had only one coin, the one he had earned that 
day.  How could he speak about donating such a small amount when people were contributing thousands 
of coins? Bähad noticed his eagerness and called him to his side.  He gently asked Bhim to contribute 
whatever he wanted.  Naturally Bhim hesitated.  Hesitatingly, he said that he wanted to contribute the coin 
he had earned that day.  

Bähad not only accepted the offer, but also wrote Bhim’s name at the top of the donors’ list.  When he was 
asked to explain, Bähad said that the other donors, including him, had contributed a part of their wealth 
while Bhim had contributed his entire wealth.
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It so happened that when Bhim returned home his wife asked him to fix a wooden post to restrain their 
cow.  As he was digging, he came across a box buried in the ground.  As he opened it, he saw that it 
contained gold coins and other valuables.  He thought it was the consequence of his contribution to the 
temple and took the entire wealth to Bähad as his contribution to the temple.  

The construction project was completed in 1157 AD at a cost of 29.7 million coins and the opening 
ceremony was performed on a grand scale in the presence of Shri Hemchandra Ächärya.

The life story of Udayan, a religious and hard working Shrävak, 
is very inspiring to all of us.  He was always humble and never 
forgot his benefactors.  He raised brave and virtuous sons, Ämbad 
and Bähad, two gems of the Jain Sangha.  Bhim’s generosity is 
also praiseworthy.  Bähad’s act of putting Bhim’s name at the top 
of the donors’ list demonstrates his unbiased leadership and true 
understanding of religion.

UDAYAN MANTRI AND HIS SONS
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34 Nobility of Savchand and Somchand

The Shatrunjay hill is a very sacred place of pilgrimage for Jains.  It is located near the town of Palitänä, 
about 140 miles southwest of Amdäväd, Gujarat.  There are nine temple complexes on the hill.  They are 
popularly known as nine Tuks.  One of them is Chaumukhaji Tuk, located on the peak of the hill.  Here  is 
an interesting story of the construction of the temple complex there.

During the latter part of the 16th century when King Akbar, the great Moghul king, was ruling over India 
there was a businessman named Savchand Jeram in the town of Vanthali in the Saurashtra region of 
Gujarat state.  He owned a very large business.  He had many ships that used to export goods to Indonesia 
and other countries.  During these voyages, they would buy merchandise at one place and sell it at another 
for profit.

Once a fleet of 12 ships set sail with valuable merchandise.  After selling all their goods at a foreign port, 
they were returning with valuable foreign merchandise.  On the way back, the fleet encountered a heavy 
storm and had to wait on an island.  Meanwhile, monsoons set in and the fleet was stranded on the island 
for a couple of months.  Because the ships did not come back for a long time, Savchand’s shipping agents 
made all possible efforts to locate them.  Since they did not find any trace of the fleet, they reported to 
Savchand that the ships were lost.

This was a heavy loss to Savchand.  He had invested a significant amount of money on the voyage and was 
expecting a handsome return by selling the merchandise that the ships were expected to bring back.  With 
the loss of his ships, he faced an acute shortage of funds and it was hard for him to pay back his creditors.  
As the news about the lost ships spread, people started talking about how Savchand had lost everything 
and his creditors would have to write off their dues.

That set off a panic among his creditors.  In order to realize their dues, they began to present their claims.  
Savchand was a highly religious and honest person.  He tried to pay back his creditors as much as he 
could with the resources he had left.  One of the creditors was the prince of Mängrol, a place not far from 
Vanthali.  He had deposited Rs. 100,000 in Savchand’s firm.  That was a substantial amount because one 
rupee of that time would be worth about Rs. 250 today.

When the prince learned about the loss of Savchand’s ships, he also became impatient and called for the 
repayment of his deposit.  Savchand could not raise such a large amount so quickly.  He requested the 
prince to wait while he tried to raise the money.  The prince, however, insisted on getting the amount 
immediately.  Savchand’s name and credit were at stake.  In order to maintain his credit, he had to find a 
way to pay the prince.

At that time, there was a businessman named Somchand Amichand in the city of Amdäväd.  Savchand did 
not have any trade connection with him, but he had heard about Somchand’s firm and knew Somchand 
to be a very noble gentleman.  An idea occurred to him – he thought of satisfying the prince by giving 
him a promissory note which would be honored by Somchand’s firm.  The prince agreed to that form of 
payment.  Savchand wrote a promissory note payable to the prince by Somchand’s firm without Somchand’s 
permission.  Since he had no right to write this, he was overcome with sadness and guilt while preparing 
it and tears began to roll down his face.  A few drops of his tears fell on the document and smeared the 
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promissory note.  Then, with a heavy heart Savchand handed the note to the prince and requested him to 
cash it with Somchand’s firm.

The prince did not lose any time.  He immediately proceeded towards Amdäväd and upon arriving presented 
the promissory note to Somchand’s firm.  The accountant took the note in his hand and asked his men to 
look for Savchand’s account.  The men searched their books, but they did not find any account in the name 
of Savchand.  The men reported that Savchand had no trade connections with their firm.  The accountant 
went to Somchand and informed him that he had received a promissory note of exchange from Savchand 
of Vanthali which, being unduly drawn, could not be honored.

Somchand was puzzled to learn that.  He knew Savchand’s firm by name and was aware that it was a well 
reputed business organization of Vanthali.  He could not make out why Savchand would have drawn the 
note for such a large amount when Somchand did not have any trade links with his firm.  He looked at 
the note again and noticed the 
letters smeared by Savchand’s 
tears.  He could make out 
from the water spots that 
Savchand must have been in 
a very embarrassing position 
and must have drawn the note 
out of sheer desperation.

It was clear to Somchand that 
Savchand had reposed trust in 
him by writing the note.  It was 
now his turn to reciprocate.  
What good was his wealth 
if he could not extend a 
helping hand to a noble man 
in distress? He, therefore, 
decided to oblige and asked the 
accountant to honor the note.  
The accountant was confused 
and asked, “Which account 
should the amount be debited 
from?” Somchand instructed 
the accountant to debit it to 
his personal account.

The note was accordingly accepted, and the amount was paid to the prince.  The prince did not actually 
need the money and had asked for payment because of his doubt about the financial stability of Savchand.  
When the note was honored, he felt reassured about Savchand’s credibility and repented for insisting upon 
the return of his deposit.  On his way home, he went to Savchand and told him that he had received the 
amount from Amdäväd.  Savchand heartily thanked Somchand for that act of grace.
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At the end of the monsoon, the ships resumed their return journey and safely returned with the merchandise.  
Savchand was very pleased and relieved.  He made a huge fortune by selling the merchandise, and his 
prestige rose even higher than it was before the loss of his ships.  It was now time for him to pay back 
Somchand.  For that purpose, he personally went to Amdäväd and offered the amount of Rs. 100,000 with 
interest.  Somchand, however, declined to accept it on the grounds that his books did not show any amount 
due from Savchand.

Savchand would not accept that.  How could he go home without repaying the debt? He therefore pressed 
Somchand to accept the amount and said that he was willing to pay any amount that Somchand asked.  
Savchand added that if he failed to repay, he would feel guilty for drawing the undue promissory note.  
Somchand, however, replied that he had purchased the promissory note for the drops of tears.  Those two 
drops of tears of a respectable man were worth Rs. 200,000 to him.  Of that, he had paid only Rs. 100,000 
to the prince and another Rs. 100,000 were still due to be paid.  Saying this, he offered Rs. 100,000 to 
Savchand.

But how could Savchand accept that? He was indebted to Somchand for his graciousness in honoring 
the bill.  For that grace Savchand was willing to pay any amount to Somchand.  Instead of accepting the 
amount, Somchand was offering another Rs. 100,000 to him! As Savchand repeatedly insisted on repaying 
the amount of his promissory note, Somchand explained that he was unable to accept the amount because 
his books did not show any amount due from Savchand.  In a way, he was right because the payment to the 
prince of Rs. 100,000 was debited to his personal account and not to Savchand’s account.

In Rämäyan, there is an interesting event when neither Räm nor Bharat were willing to accept the throne, 
and they each asked the other to accept it.  A similar dispute arose between Savchand and Somchand.  Both 
of them offered a high payment to the other but neither of them was willing to accept the other’s offer.  
Savchand continued to insist that Somchand accept the amount of his bill, but the latter would not only 
decline, but insisted on Savchand accepting another Rs. 100,000.  At last, it was decided that they would 
refer the matter to the mediation of the Jain community (Sangha).

The executive committee of the Amdäväd Jain Sangha got together with both of them.  After hearing them 
patiently, the Sangha concluded that since neither of them was ready to accept the amount offered by the 
other, the amount should be used for a noble cause.  Both of them agreed and after making a substantial 
addition to the said amount, they decided to spend the money to construct a temple complex on Shatrunjay 
Hill.  Accordingly, construction was undertaken in earnest.  After completion, the opening ceremony of the 
complex was performed with great fanfare in 1619 A.D.  In commemoration of their names, the complex 
is still known as Savä-Som Tuk.

Honesty in life as well as in business always pays off.  The generosity 
of Somchand is praiseworthy.  He did not take undue advantage 
of a person in distress; instead he helped an unknown person.  
Moreover, he did not expect anything in return.
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Part VI 
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35 Shrimad Räjchandra
(1867 - 1901)

Introduction:

Shrimad Räjchandra was a great seer and one of the most recognized Jain sages of modern times who has 
made priceless contributions to Jain philosophy and literature.  He was a great philosopher, a brilliant poet, 
social reformer, thinker, and a self realized saint.  Mahatma Gandhi was highly influenced by Shrimad’s 
spiritual life.  Shrimad’s writings come from his experience of life and at present his teachings are widely 
followed by many Jain and Hindu aspirants seeking spiritual awakening and self realization.

Birth and Childhood:

Shrimad Räjchandra was born on the auspicious day of full-moon (Dev-Diwäli) of the month of Kärtik, 
1924 V.S.  (November 9, 1867) at Vaväniä, Morbi district, Gujarat State, India.  His parents were Ravjibhai 
and Devabä.  He was named Laxminandan at birth but after four years his name was changed to Raichand.  
Later he became famous by the name of Räjchandra.

Räjchandra’s father and grandfather followed the Vaishnav (Hindu) religion.  They were devotees of Lord 
Krishna.  His mother, Devabä, was from a Jain family.  Thus, the child Räjchandra was brought up under 
the unified culture of Jainism and Hinduism.  

As a child, Räjchandra was deeply interested in reading various books.  Once he read the Jain Pratikraman 
Sutras and was touched by the feelings of kindness to animals and the expression of sincere forgiveness from 
each other during daily Pratikraman ritual and Paryushan festival.  He was drawn closer to the Jain faith 
because of the emphasis it places on self knowledge, self control, penance, renunciation and detachment 
from worldly affairs, and meditation.  As a seeker of ultimate truth, Shrimad came to the conclusion that 
the philosophy and culture of Jain religion was of the highest order of truth and equanimity.  

An incident that took place when he was 7 years old changed the course of his life.  An adult acquaintance, 
Shri Amichandbhai died of a serpent-bite.  Young Räjchandra asked his grandfather, “What does it mean 
to die?”  His loving grandfather explained, “His soul has left the body and he will no longer be able to eat 
or talk or move.  His body will be burnt outside the village.”  Räjchandra saw the dead body being burnt 
and slipped into deep contemplation.  Suddenly as if a veil lifted and he recalled his past lives.  With this 
experience he realized the pains of repeated births and deaths from one life to another.  This incidence 
became a major spiritual awakening point in his life to free himself from the bondage of Karma and the 
life cycle of pain and misery.

Räjchandra started schooling at the age of seven.  With his exceptional ability to remember exactly what 
he saw or heard or read once, he was able to complete the seven year elementary school education in a 
mere two years.  The village school provided only seven years of education and hence his formal education 
came to an end.  However, he continued to learn and read many books on his own.  After his elementary 
education, he worked in his father’s shop and conducted the business honestly and sincerely.
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He composed his first poem at the age of eight and started writing poems and articles related to social 
issues for publication in the local newsletters.  Despite his young age he wrote serious articles on social 
reform subjects like the need for improving female literacy rates, child marriages, and the display of 
wealth by the rich.  He also composed poems with nationalistic zeal.

At a very young age, he had the supernatural ability to foresee what was likely to happen and he helped 
some people by saving them from possible disasters.  By the time he was 18, he had become a very 
proficient astrologer.  He was able to identify books merely by touching them and know the taste of food 
without tasting it.  Along with developing all these extraordinary abilities, he became very compassionate 
towards all living beings and a strong promoter of non-violence.  

Family:

At the age of 20, Räjchandra married Zabakben in 1888 AD (1944 V.S.).  Zabakben was the daughter of 
Shri Popatlälbhai Jagjivandäs, the elder brother of Shri Reväshankarbhai who later became Shrimad’s 
business partner.  They had four children; two sons, Shri Chhaganläl and Shri Ratiläl and two daughters, 
Smt.  Javalben and Smt.  Käshiben.  Shrimad had a younger brother, Shri Mansukhbhai.

Shrimad Räjchandra became a partner in a gemstone business in Mumbai at the age of 20 (1888 AD).  He 
was absolutely ethical, honest, and very compassionate in all his business dealings.  In a very short time 
his business flourished because of his wisdom and business insight.  His regard for truth, adherence to 
high moral values, and firmness to do what was right inspired many others.  In 1899 AD (1955 V.S.), he 
totally retired from business at the age of 31.

Power of Avadhän (Multi-tasking):

At the age of 17, Shrimad had observed someone performing eight different tasks simultaneously, known 
as Ashtä-vadhäni (eight tasks) in Gujarati.  He studied the method and the next day he was able to perform 
twelve tasks.  He soon improved his performance to be able to manage 52 Avadhäns or tasks.  When he 
was 19, he was invited to perform his Avadhäns at a public meeting in Mumbai in the presence of the 
Bombay Chief Justice and other dignitaries.  He successfully performed 100 Avadhäns (tasks) known as 
Shatävdhän.

The 100 tasks included a variety of activities like playing cards, playing chess, counting the bell chimes, 
completing mathematical manipulations like addition, division, and multiplication; composing poems 
with different themes and specified set of words, arranging the order of words from 16 different languages 
which included English, Greek, Latin and Arabic (note that Shrimad’s formal study included only Gujarati 
up to Grade 7 of elementary school).  

This was an unbelievable feat and the performance was given much publicity in all the major newspapers 
like the Times of India and Pioneer.  Shrimad was invited to go to Europe and demonstrate his extraordinary 
talents.  This would have meant more fame and substantial material gain.  However, he declined the offer 
because it would be extremely difficult to stay in Europe as per Jain religious standards and also he would 
be distracted from his main objective of spiritual progress.

By the time he was 20, his fame had spread throughout India and he realized that he was achieving only 
material benefits for his amazing powers and that was not what he wanted from his life.  He gave up 
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all such activities completely and only concentrated on self restraint, detachment from worldly matters, 
contemplation, and meditation to progress spiritually so that he could free himself from the cycles of births 
and deaths.

Shrimad’s Writings:

In his early years, Shrimad composed poems and articles on social reforms arousing nationalistic passion.  
When he was working in his father’s shop, he had done an in-depth study of Jain Ägams and scriptures 
after having learnt Sanskrit and Präkrit languages on his own at the age of 14.

At the age of 16, he wrote Moksha-mälä and its compendium Bhävanä-bodh, which literally means 
‘garland of liberation’.  True to its name, it deals with subjects that lead towards the path of liberation.  It 
is written in a simple and easy to understand language, but explains the Jain religion in finest detail.  Its 
108 lessons were composed in three days!  

Ätmasiddhi-shästra is an epic poem and prime jewel composed by Shrimad in Gujarati in 1896 while he was 
in Nadiad, a town near Ahmedäbäd.  On one auspicious evening, he composed 142 stanzas of Ätmasiddhi-
shästra in one sitting of less than 90 minutes.  The fact that Shrimad composed such comprehensive and 
all inclusive work within such a short time can only give us a clue of the depth of spiritual wealth he 
possessed.
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The subject matter of Ätmasiddhi-shästra is the scientific characterization of the six fold modes of Soul, 
its existence, its eternity, doer of its karma, the impact of Karma on it, the nature of the pure consciousness 
(liberation), and its potential for attaining liberation from Karma.  It describes the Jain philosophy 
comprehensively and also shows how Anekäntaväda allows Jainism to encompass all other Indian faiths.  
Many scholars have written an elegant commentary on the Ätmasiddhi-shästra.

Apurva-avasar is his last major compilation.  It is the most divine poem in which Shrimad expresses the 
fourteen stages of spiritual progress for ultimate liberation.  Apurva-avasar was incorporated in the Prayer 
book in Gandhiji’s Ashram.  

The complete works of Shrimad containing more than thirty five poems and close to 950 letters, written to 
various people who came in contact with him, are compiled in a text called “Vachanämrit”.  A high level 
of spirituality is evident in his writings.  If one delves deeper into his literature, one will notice that his 
writings provide excellent discourses for attaining self realization leading to liberation.

Mahatma Gandhi was very highly impressed by Shrimad’s divinity, and the way he led his life.  He 
accepted Shrimad as his spiritual guide with great respect and reverence.  When Gandhiji was in South 
Africa, he was under intense pressure from his Christian and Muslim friends to adopt their faith.  He wrote 
to Shrimad for guidance.  Shrimad’s guidance convinced him of how his own faith, Hinduism, would 
ensure his spiritual progress.  Gandhiji has written reverently about Shrimad in his autobiography and 
has paid glorious tribute to him on several occasions.  He often revealed that he learnt compassion for all 
beings and non-violence from Shrimad.  According to him, Shrimad’s life and spiritual writings impacted 
him more than Tolstoy and Ruskin.  

Spiritual Progress:

Shrimad did not have a spiritual teacher in his life.  At the age of 7 when he was able to recall his past lives, 
he clearly remembered his association with Lord Mahävir in a previous life.  

In 1891 A.D. (1947 V.S.) at the age of 23, Shrimad realized Samyak Darshan (Right Faith or Intuition).  He 
continued to enhance his progress by slowly detaching himself from the material world, deeply studying 
scriptures, strengthening virtues, refraining from worldly pleasures, and remaining in meditation for 
longer duration.  He started to stay at lonely places outside Mumbai for more than a month at a time.  In 
the beginning there were many obstacles in his way because he needed to perform his duties as a house 
holder and as a businessman.  

From 1896 A.D. (1952 V.S.), he often spent several months in isolation in the woods of Uttarsanda, Idar, 
and Kavitha where he would eat only one meal during the day and sleep very little.  He spent his time in 
deep meditation and attained a highly enlightened state of self realization at the age of 28.  

He retired totally from business at the age of 31 in 1899 A.D. (1955 V.S.) and requested his mother to 
permit him to renounce the worldly life permanently to become a monk, which his mother denied out 
of love and affection.  However, after two years of clever persuasion, he was hopeful of his mother’s 
permission but by this time his health deteriorated and he did not recover his health.  He died in 1901 A.D. 
in Rajkot at the very young age of thirty three.
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Followers:

Though Shrimad had tried to keep his spiritual personality completely private, several people accepted 
him as their guide to achieve ultimate liberation and devoted their lives to him.  Some of his closest 
followers were:

Shri Sobhagbhai: 

Almost 350 of the 950 letters of Shrimad Räjchandra were written to Shri Sobhagbhai who was about 40 
years older than him.  In the very first meeting, Sobhagbhai recognized Shrimad as a highly self realized 
person and accepted him as his true guru.  He was simple in his behavior and serious in devotion.  He was 
a native of Saila, a town near Rajkot.  Based on his request, Shrimad composed the epic poem Ätmasiddhi-
shästra so that it would be easier to memorize.  Shri Sobhagbhai attained self realization and died in deep 
meditation (Samädhi).  

Shri Laghuräj Swämi: 

Shri Laghuräj Swämi was a Sthänakaväsi Jain monk and one of most devoted disciples of Shrimad.  As a 
monk, his devotion to Shrimad caused him great problems from the Jain community.

Shri Laghuräj Swämi attained self realization during Shrimad’s presence and then established the Agäs 
Äshram, near Vadodara.  The Äshram can take credit for preserving Shrimad’s writings and making it 
available to the Jain community at large.  Agäs is an important place for Shrimad’s followers.  Today 
there are more than fifty Äshrams in India and aboard where the followers worship and study Shrimad’s 
literature based on the divine faith and testimony provided by Shri Laghuräj Swämi.

Shri Ambälälbhai: 

Ambälälbhai, a native of Khambhat, was a very devoted disciple who sacrificed a brilliant legal career to 
be in the service of Shrimad.  Shrimad entrusted him to copy scriptural works and his letters because of his 
exceptional memory.  He and Shrimad’s younger brother, Mansukhbhai, were responsible for recovering 
Shrimad’s letters and writings and publishing them.  Four years after Shrimad, in 1905 A.D. (1961 V.S.), 
Ambälälbhai attained self realization and passed away in deep Samädhi at a very young age.

Shri Joothäbhai: 

Joothäbhai was the first person to recognize Shrimad’s divinity and accepted him as his spiritual mentor.  
Their relationship was very close but also very short as Shri Joothäbhai passed away when he was only 23 
years old in 1890 A.D. (1946 V.S.).  

Teachings and Contribution of Shrimad Räjchandra:

All of Shrimad’s literature is based on Bhagawän Mahävir’s teachings.  He presented these teachings, in 
simple Gujarati and Hindi, in prose and poetry forms.  As we study Shrimad’s writings in depth, we find 
that he has made an enormous effort to shed new light on true spirituality.  He has succeeded in reforming 
the blind faith with real spiritual awakening.  

SHRIMAD RÄJCHANDRA



JAIN STORY BOOK142 JAIN STORY BOOK142

His biggest contribution is to point out the mistakes most people make in following a teacher based on 
the external conduct and dress code.  The spiritual journey led by a wrong teacher leads the disciple to 
extended life cycles of misery and pain.  On the other hand, when an aspirant is able to know and follow 
the teachings of a true teacher (Sadguru), he will be able to attain true freedom and liberation.

1.  Morality:

Good manners, good activities, and good behavior are the roots of holiness.

All living beings are seen as equal.  Therefore, do not cause pain to any soul, nor extort work from any 
soul beyond their ability and capacity.
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2.  Human life:

All living beings long for permanent happiness and there is no exception to this.  This desire can be 
fulfilled only in a human life.  Yet human beings choose unhappiness.  This is due to his illusionary state 
(Mohaniya Karma - Mithyätva) in which he sees happiness in worldly desires and possessions.  

3.  Non-attachment to Worldly Affairs (Vairägya)

Detachment from worldly and materialistic affairs and family relationships is defined as Vairägya and 
achieving it is essential for eternal happiness.

True renunciation is always followed by the true knowledge of the self or the soul.  Without true 
renunciation, a person will not be able to gain the true knowledge of the soul.  If one stops only at the stage 
of renunciation and there is no desire for true knowledge, his/her human life would be in vain.  

4.  Knowledge and Wisdom:

Through proper knowledge, we are able to know the forms and qualities of the substances of the 
universe.

The Jain scripture, Uttarädhyayan Sutra, indicates that “Knowledge is like a needle with thread.  Just like 
a needle with thread in it does not get lost; a person with knowledge, will not lose the right religious path 
in this world.”

It is the true knowledge with which (a) an external feeling is controlled; (b) attachment for life, family and 
worldly pleasures decreases and (c) a true truth is revealed.

If you know yourself (your true nature), you know the whole world; if you do not know yourself, your 
knowledge is worthless.

Conclusion:

Shrimad Räjchandra was a great saint and a self realized Master, an outstanding educationist, a born poet, 
possessed an extra-ordinary power of memory, a reformer of society, a keen follower and an advocate of 
non-violence and had equal respect for all religions.

As with many great personalities, Shrimad’s greatness was not recognized in his life time.  Shrimad was 
not popular among Jains because he spoke about the faults in Jain society and the traditions being carried 
out without understanding the proper meaning and purpose behind them.  Many people have recognized 
his greatness after his death.  

Shrimad has put great emphasis on the need of a Sadguru (true teacher) in one’s life for spiritual progress 
and ultimately to attain liberation.

Shrimad always maintained that since he had not taken the vow of dikshä (sainthood), he was not eligible 
to preach the path of liberation.  Therefore, even with his wealth of knowledge, he did not preach to the 
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masses.  He hoped that later in his life, he would become a monk and when the time was right, he could 
bring the proper teachings of Jainism to the masses, as there were many undesired factors in the practice 
of Jainism at that time.

Shrimad’s writings to his close associates and his personal notes are the essence of Jain religion.  He has 
given us priceless spiritual gifts including Mokshamälä, Ätmasiddhi-shästra, Apurva Avasar and many 
other spiritual writings in the form of letters, articles, and poems.  In his short life of 33 years, he has 
delivered the spiritual message of eternal importance.  He explained Bhagawän Mahävir’s teachings in 
simple words.  Now these teachings have become accessible to ordinary people and we have the unique 
opportunity to learn about the inner state of a truly self realized person.  
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A Brief Summary of his Life and Mission 

 (August 25, 1864 to August 7, 1901)

It was the memorable day of September 11, 1893.  The Columbus Hall of the Art Institute of Chicago was 
overflowing with more than 3,000 delegates of different nations and religions.  It was the opening day of 
the Parliament of World Religions Conference, the first such conference ever organized in the history of 
mankind.  The aim of the conference was to impart to the world, the knowledge of different religions, to 
promote a feeling of fraternity between followers of diverse religious persuasions, and to pave the way for 
world peace.  The conference lasted for 17 days.

Two young men among them, with their Indian costumes and turbans drew special attention from the 
public - one was the world famous Swämi Vivekänanda, who represented Hinduism and the other was 
Shri Virchand Räghavji Gandhi who represented Jainism.  They made such an impact at the Parliament of 
Religions with their impressive speeches and personality that both of them were requested to prolong their 
stay in the USA and continued to give speeches at different cities after the conference was over.

Shri Virchand Gandhi, a young man of twenty-nine, impressed the delegates not only by his eloquence, but 
also by the sheer weight of his scholarship.  The impartiality of his outlook and the oratorical skill of this 
man fascinated the delegates at the conference.  An American newspaper wrote, “Of all eastern scholars, it 
was this youth whose lecture on Jain faith and conduct was listened to with great interest attention.”

Shri Virchand R.  Gandhi was born on August 25, 1864 in Mahuva, near Bhavanagar, Gujarat, India.  
After his primary and secondary education in Bhavanagar, he joined Elphinstone College in Mumbai.  
He graduated and obtained a B.A.  Degree with honors from the University of Bombay in 1884.  He was 
probably the first graduate amongst the Jains at that time.  He was also a student of Buddhism, Vedanta 
Philosophy, Yoga, Christianity and Western philosophy.  He had also done a comparative study of various 
philosophies, which equipped him for talks on various subjects with confidence.  He had command over 
fourteen languages including Gujarati, Hindi, Bengali, English, Präkrit, Sanskrit, and French.

Shri Gandhi became the first honorary secretary of the Jain Association of India in 1885 at the age of 21.  
As secretary, he worked very hard for the abolition of poll tax levied on pilgrims to Mount Shatrunjay, 
the most sacred place of Jain religion at Palitänä, Gujarat, India.  In those days to protest against the 
ruler was to invite severe punishment and even death.  He prepared a case to compromise.  He made a 
strong representation to Lord Ray, the governor of Bombay, and Colonel Watson, the political agent and 
eventually abolished the poll tax in place of a fixed payment of Rs. 15,000 per year to the ruler for looking 
after the safety of the pilgrims and the holy place.

In 1891 Mr.  Boddam, an Englishman set up a factory for slaughtering pigs and making tallow out of them 
at Mount Sametshikhar, another holy place of Jain pilgrimage near Calcutta, in the state of Bihar, India.  
Shri Virchand Gandhi went all the way to Calcutta to stop the killing of pigs at the holy place.  He stayed 
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there for six months, learned Bengali, prepared his case against the factory, and ultimately got this verdict 
issued: “Sametshikhar is a place of Jain pilgrimage and nobody else has any right to interfere there.” He 
got the factory to close down.

Shri Virchand Gandhi was a great social reformer at a very young age.  At the very young age of 22, he 
wrote long essays to remove evil social customs and continuously fought against it and was successful in 
eradicating some of them.

Shri Virchand Gandhi sailed to USA along with Swämi Vivekänanda to attend the Parliament of World 
Religion Conference in 1893.  He stayed in USA for about two years after the conference and gave lectures 
in cities such as Chicago, Boston, New York, and Washington.  He also visited England, France, Germany 
and other places in Europe.  In foreign countries he wore a long and loose kurta, a white shawl on his 
shoulder, a golden bordered Kathiawadi turban on his head, and country shoes.  This external appearance 
bore the imprint of India.  He delivered more than 535 lectures on Jainism, Yoga, Indian systems of 
philosophy, Indian culture, occultism, and spiritualism.  He qualified as a Barrister in London at one of the 
Inns of the Court but did not use this qualification for monetary gain.

got the factory to close down.

Shri Virchand Gandhi was a great social reformer at a very young age.  At the very young age of 22, he 
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Virchand Gandhi talked about the doctrines of Jainism in such a coherent manner that some newspapers 
published the text of his lecture in full.  He had a most effective way of handling the otherwise difficult 
terminology of Jainism.  He had an extraordinary ability to clarify his statements in a consistent and 
logical manner.  At the conference, he made a brief but striking presentation on the fundamentals of Jain 
religion.  He expounded Jain religion in its main aspects namely: Jain philosophy, Jain way of life, and 
Jain code of conduct.

Another special characteristic of Shri Virchand Gandhi’s lectures on Jain religion was that they did 
not deal in criticism of other religions.  Free from sectarian preferences and prejudices, his impartial 
ideology is an apt expression of the Jain who practices non-violence (Ahimsa) in life and pluralistic views 
(Anekäntaväda) in thoughts.  His discourses convinced the elite of America of the fact that Jain religion 
has an authentic and rational religious tradition.  His speeches received extensive publication in several 
leading newspapers.

Shri Virchand Gandhi was a great exponent of Indian culture and religion, besides being a brilliant scholar 
of Jainism.  His speeches at the parliament echoed the true spirit and culture of India.  The prevailed belief 
in America was that India was a country of tigers, serpents, magicians, and kings.  Christian missionaries 
also presented a distorted picture of the people of India.  Shri Virchand Gandhi and Swämi Vivekänanda 
made a great effort to give the people abroad the true perspective on India.  Explaining the importance 
of Indian culture to foreigners, he said, “It is an astonishing fact that foreigners have been constantly 
attacking India and in the face of all those aggressions the soul of India has stood vital and watchful.  Her 
conduct and religion are safe and the whole world looks at India with a steady gaze.” 

Shri Virchand Gandhi was not a dogmatic person.  He spoke as a Jain but he forcefully defended Hinduism 
from the attack of Westerners at the Parliament.  Above all, he was first Indian then Jain.  He was accorded a 
warm reception and shown the highest appreciation from clubs, literary and church societies, philosophical 
branches, and spiritual associations in USA and other countries.  His lectures also served to educate the 
Western society regarding the salient features of Indian culture.

Five decades before the independence of India, Virchand Gandhi had a prophetic vision.  He said in one 
of his lectures, “You know my brothers and sisters, that we are not an independent nation, we are subjects 
of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria the ‘defender of the faith’, but if we are a nation in all that the 
name implies with our own government and our own rulers, with our laws and institutions controlled by 
us free and independent, I affirm that we should seek to establish and for ever maintain peaceful relations 
with all the nations of the world.”

Virchand Gandhi was not only a philosophical thinker but he also had the welfare of the nation at heart.  
He collected a shipload of grain and about Rs. 40,000 ($10,000) cash for famine relief in India in 1896 
while he was in USA.

In America, Virchand Gandhi founded various societies, such as: 

• The Gandhi Philosophical Society

• The School of Oriental Philosophy 

• The Society for the Education of Women of India
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The secretary of the latter institution was Mrs.  Howard who had adopted pure vegetarianism, practiced 
Sämäyika daily, and followed other codes of conduct of Jainism.  In England, he founded the Jain 
Literature Society and taught Jainism there.  Mr.  Herbert Warren, a religious enthusiast, abandoned non-
vegetarianism and adopted the Jain religion.  He summarized Virchand Gandhi’s lectures and published a 
book known as ‘Herbert Warren’s Jainism.’

The following literature was published by Shri Virchand R. Gandhi or complied from his speeches:

Title Year Published Language Pages
Jaina Philosophy 1907 English 375
Karma Philosophy 1913 English 221
Yoga Philosophy 1912/1993 English 309
The Systems of Indian 
Philosophy

1970/1993 English 188

Selected speeches of V.  R.  
Gandhi

1963 English 85

Religion and Philosophy of 
Jains

1993 English 264

Essay - Radvä Kutväni 
Hanikärak Chäl

1886 Gujarati 37

Concentration – 12 Lectures on 
Meditation

1916 English 64

The Unknown Life of Jesus 
Christ

1894 English 128

Savirya Dhyäna 1902/1989 Gujarati 158
Herbert Warren’s Jainism 1961/1983 English 164

While he was in England, his health suddenly took a turn for the worse.  He returned to India, but a few 
weeks later Shri Virchand Gandhi passed away at the very young age of 37 in Bombay on August 7, 1901.  
He rendered an excellent service to India and Jainism by interpreting Indian culture and religion in its 
true spirit to the western world.  He was a brilliant promising young man, full of hopes and aspirations of 
service to his religion and community.  His name will continue to be remembered as a great champion of 
Jain religion and of Indian culture.
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Part VII
Moral Stories
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37 King Hansa
In the city of Räjpur, there lived a king named Hansa.  He was a fair and just king, known for his devotion 
to truth and non-violence.  On top of Mount Ratnasringa, there was a beautiful temple dedicated to 
Rishabhadev, the first Tirthankar.  During the month of Chaitra, on the day of the full moon, people came 
from far to visit and worship at the temple.  Once, the king decided to visit the temple.  He asked his 
council of ministers to look after the kingdom during his prolonged absence and left with members of the 
royal household on this spiritual mission.

A few days after king Hansa departed, king Arjun attacked the city.  In spite of putting up a strong fight, 
king Hansa’s army was defeated, and many of the generals lost their lives on the battlefield.  King Arjun 
gained control of the palace and the treasury.  King Arjun occupied the royal throne and enforced his 
authority over the entire kingdom.

King Hansa heard the story of their defeat on the way to the temple.  The king’s courtiers were very upset 
and advised him to return to the city.  The king said, “I have given up control of the kingdom, and we are 
on a spiritual mission and that is what we should be thinking about.  So let us keep going to the temple.” 
The king’s courtiers were unhappy about the king’s decision and worried about the safety of their families 
at home.  One by one, they all dropped out until only one umbrella bearer was left with the king.

On the way to the temple, they had to pass through the forest.  The king took off his royal dress and jewelry 
and gave them to his servant.  While passing through the forest, the servant was separated from the king.

As the king was walking, a deer ran in front of him and disappeared.  Right after that, a hunter came 
running with a bow in his hand and asked the king if he had seen the deer.  The king knew that if he told 
the truth, the deer would be killed.  He decided not to answer the question and instead kept talking about 
irrelevant things.  He said that he came from Räjpur.  The hunter asked him again about the deer, and he 
answered that he was the king.  The hunter was very upset with his answers and left in anger.
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By now, the king was tired and decided to rest under a tree.  He overheard a discussion in the bushes about 
robbing some monks who would pass that way in the next two days.  The king got concerned about the 
safety of the monks.  While he was thinking about what he could do, some policemen approached him and 
asked if he had seen any suspicious people that looked like robbers.  They said, “These people are very 
dangerous and we have heard that they harm holy people.  We are here to arrest them or even shoot them 
if necessary to protect the holy people.”

The king was in a dilemma again whether to tell the truth or not.  He was concerned that if he told the police 
about the robbers, they would be harmed and if he did not, the monks would be harmed.  He thought, “If 
by telling the truth someone gets harmed or killed, then telling that truth is not the best choice.  Truth is 
supposed to protect and not harm anyone.  He said, “My friends, you are asked to guard the monks.  Why 
not go and look after the monks and worry about the robbers if they confront the monks.” The policemen 
agreed and left to join the monks.

The robbers who were hiding in the bushes heard all this.  They were amazed at the mercy shown by this 
stranger.  They came out, thanked him for saving their lives, and told him that they were at his service.  
The king advised them, “My dear friends, give up harassing people, the fugitive life you lead and be good 
citizens.” The robbers promised that they would not harm the monks anymore and would try to be good 
citizens.

As if this was not enough, a group of soldiers came and asked him if he had seen king Hansa.  The king 
asked, “What do you want from King Hansa?” They explained that they were the trusted men of King 
Arjun and they had been told to arrest King Hansa and kill him, and if they did they would receive a big 
reward.  King Hansa thought for a moment and said, “I am King Hansa.  Carry out your duty as told by 
your king.” After saying that, he closed his eyes, stood in meditation, and started reciting the Namaskär 
Mantra.

if necessary to protect the holy people.”

The king was in a dilemma again whether to tell the truth or not.  He was concerned that if he told the police 
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At once, a dev (demigod / angel) appeared and said, “Oh, king! I am overwhelmed by your truthfulness and 
compassion.  I have captured King Arjun, made him a prisoner, and have given control of your kingdom 
back to your ministers.  Today is a great day for worship, but the temple is too far from here.  There is no 
way you can reach there in time.  My chariot is at your service.  Please let me take you there.”

King Hansa was surprised by the miraculous turn of events.  In the company of the dev (demigod / angel), 
he reached the summit of Mount Ratnasringa in time to worship.  The demigod then escorted him back 
to his kingdom.  King Hansa pardoned King Arjun and released his soldiers immediately.  The angel 
appointed four lieutenants to look after the safety of the king and his kingdom and then departed.  King 
Hansa once again ruled the city of Räjpur and the people were happy.

At once, a dev (demigod / angel) appeared and said, “Oh, king! I am overwhelmed by your truthfulness and 
compassion.  I have captured King Arjun, made him a prisoner, and have given control of your kingdom 

The main theme here is the importance of the Jain principles 
of truthfulness and non-violence, and their interrelationship.  
Sometimes, following one Jain principle blindly can lead to the 
violation of another principle, which is what King Hansa was faced 
with on multiple occasions.  He thought about each situation 
carefully and found a very creative, smart, and beneficial solution 
without violating any principles and without hurting anyone.  This 
showed his devotion and adherence to Jainism.  When faced with 
Arjun’s soldiers in the last situation, he told the truth since no other 
people or principles were involved, even though it meant the end 
of his life.  He once again stuck to his Jain principles, even though 
he might have been killed for it.

KING HANSA

King Hansa disclosing the truth despite of danger to his life
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38 Kamalsen
Shripat Sheth and his wife Sundari once visited Shri Shilandhar Ächärya and told him that both of them 
observed daily vows such as reciting Namaskär Mantra and performing Navakärashi (to eat 48 minutes 
after sunrise), Sämäyika (meditation for 48 minutes), but their son, Kamalsen, did not observe any vows.

Kamalsen’s parents were unhappy and anxious about their son’s lack of devotion and spirituality.  They 
requested the monk to give some advice to their son, so that he would change for the better and be happy 
in this life as well as the next.  The monk willingly obliged.

After reaching home, the merchant said to his son, “Well, my son, a great teacher is visiting our town.  
He is a very learned man, and his lectures are worth listening to.” The next day, they accompanied their 
son to the lecture.  After paying their respect to the Ächärya, they sat down to listen.  The Ächärya talked 
about many things, including hell, heaven, misery, and Keval-jnän.  After the discourse, the parents asked 
Kamalsen what he felt about the lecture.  Kamalsen replied, “I was too busy watching the movements of 
the Ächärya’s neck area.” His parents were greatly dismayed and returned home disappointed.
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Soon after, another great sage, Ächärya Gunasägar-suri, visited the town and his parents and Kamalsen 
went to visit him.  The Ächärya told the audience various stories of bravery, humor, sorrow, and family 
relations with religious messages because such stories attract common people.  The boy liked those stories 
so everyday he attended the Ächärya’s sermons and listened with interest.  After a few days, the Ächärya 
was preparing to leave town.  Kamalsen joined the people at the farewell ceremony.  Many people pledged 
to observe some vow.  Kamalsen was asked if he would take a vow.  He said, “I will not tell a lie except 
during the day or the night.  I will not put a whole watermelon into my mouth, nor will I eat cow manure.” 
The Ächärya was surprised by the boy’s ridiculous behavior.  Hence, in order to repent, the boy vowed not 
to eat food without looking at the baldhead of Simelo, a potter in the town.  The Ächärya was very pleased 
with Kamalsen for taking a vow even though it was a very strange one.

One day, Simelo went to the forest to get some clay.  Kamalsen was about to eat lunch when his mother 
reminded him of his vow.  He immediately ran to the forest to find the bald potter.  There he saw the potter 
digging in the ground.  While digging, the potter came across a pot full of gems and precious stones.  At 
the boy’s arrival, he started hiding it underneath a heap of soil.  Kamalsen shouted, “Yes! I have seen it 
(indicating to himself that he had seen the bald head of the potter, as per his vow).” The potter thought 
Kamalsen meant that he saw the pot and he did not want anyone else to know about the gems.  Therefore, 
he told the boy that he would share half the treasure from the pot if he did not tell anyone.  At first, 
Kamalsen did not understand what Simelo was talking about but later he understood and gladly accepted 
the treasure and returned home.

Kamalsen thought deeply as he returned home, “A simple vow taken as a joke brought me this wealth.  
Had I taken this vow seriously, I would have benefited a lot more.” This incident changed Kamalsen’s life.  
He then observed many vows and became very happy.

When one takes vows to do something, it should require true 
devotion and discipline and require some form of sacrifice consistent 
with the principles of Jainism.  Taking vows that do not fit this profile 
is useless and has no meaning.  Taking vows and following through 
with them benefits one’s soul.  These benefits may be evident in 
one’s present life or may not be evident until some future birth.  
However, vows definitely help to discipline your present life.

KAMALSEN
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39 Vipul and Vijan
In the forests of Pratisthän, there lived a hermit well known for predicting future events.  Many times the 
people of the village gathered around him asking for predictions, even though the hermit did not always 
like to satisfy their curiosity.  The hermit kept moving deeper and deeper into the jungle until people 
stopped looking for him.  Two friends, Vipul and Vijan got lost in the jungle on their way to Pratisthän.  
They feared for their lives in the dark and looked for shelter.  Late in the night, they saw a hut and 
approached it with fear and uneasiness.  They peeped into the hut and saw a hermit deep in meditation.  
They assumed that he was the hermit known for his predictions.  They waited until the hermit completed 
his meditation and then told him their story about getting lost in the forest.

The hermit heard their story and offered them fruits.  The compassionate hermit told them to rest.  The next 
morning the hermit requested one of his disciples to show them the way to the village.  However, before 
Vipul and Vijan left, they folded their hands and asked the hermit to tell them their future.  The hermit 
declined politely, telling them that it was not advisable to know their future and sometimes predictions 
may prove to be wrong.  Both friends insisted and at last, the hermit told them their future.  He looked at 
Vipul and told him he would become a king within a year while Vijan would die at the hands of an assassin 
during the same time.
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Outside the forest, Vipul could not contain his joy while Vijan was very gloomy.  It was only natural.  Back 
in their town, Vipul behaved arrogantly and told everyone that if they misbehaved he would chop off their 
heads when he became king.  Everyone in the village was afraid of him.  Meanwhile Vijan, a teacher, went 
about his work with great devotion and spent a lot of his time in prayers and social work.  He was humble 
to all and eventually overcame his sadness.  He no longer feared death, but also surrendered himself to his 
destiny.

Six months later, Vipul asked Vijan to accompany him to select the site of his future palace.  Both were 
surveying a deserted region when Vipul stumbled across a pot full of gold coins.  He was joyous and told 
Vijan that he was going to use the money to buy a crown.  Right then, a robber jumped out of the bushes 
and tried to snatch the pot.  Vijan came to his friend’s rescue, and the robber attacked him with a dagger.  
Vijan was experienced in defensive tactics and drove off the robber, although he received a cut on the 
shoulder.  The grateful Vipul offered his friend half the gold but Vijan politely refused saying he was going 
to die soon and would have no use for the gold.  Vipul spent the money irrationally and squandered it in 
eating and drinking.  A full year passed; Vipul did not become a king, and Vijan did not die.

Both friends went back to the hermit in search of an explanation.  The hermit was in meditation.  He said 
to Vipul, “Your destiny changed because of your thoughtless actions over the year.  The crown that was 
meant to come to you was reduced to a simple pot of gold which you found in the field.” He said to Vijan, 

destiny.

Six months later, Vipul asked Vijan to accompany him to select the site of his future palace.  Both were 
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One’s destiny is driven by one’s Karma.  In turn, one’s Karma is 
governed by one’s thoughts and deeds in the current as well as past 
lives.  Knowing their fate, Vipul and Vijan changed their behavior - 
One changed for the worse, and the other for the better.  Arrogance 
and materialistic indulgence led to bad Karma that impacted 
Vipul’s future in a negative manner.  Conversely, humility, prayers, 
and faith in the divine led to good Karma which impacted Vijan’s 
future in a positive manner.  We should all strive to behave in a 
manner that will promote good Karma in our current and future 
lives.

“Your prayers, humility, and trust in religion changed your destiny too.  Death by the hands of an assassin 
was changed to a mere wound.” The two friends returned to the village thoughtful of their actions and the 
results, and the meaning of life.
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A group of frogs were playing in the farm, when two of them fell into a pot of milk.  All the other frogs 
gathered around the pot to see what could be done to help their companions.  When they saw how deep 
the pot was, they agreed that it was hopeless and told the two frogs in the pot that they should prepare 
themselves for their fate, because they were as good as dead.

Unwilling to accept this terrible fate, the two frogs began to jump with all of their might.  Some of the 
frogs shouted into the pot that it was hopeless, and that the two frogs wouldn’t be in that situation if they 
had been more careful, and more responsible.  The other frogs continued sorrowfully shouting that they 
should save their energy and give up, since they were already as good as dead.  The two frogs continued 
jumping with all their might, and after a while, were quite weary.  Finally, one of the frogs took heed to 
the calls of his fellow frogs.  Exhausted, he quietly resolved himself to his fate, drowned to the bottom of 
the pot, and died.  

40 Two Frogs
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The book of Proverbs says, “There is death and life in the power of 
the tongue”.  Your encouraging words can lift someone up and help 
them make it through the day.  Your destructive words can cause 
deep wounds; they may be the weapons that destroy someone’s 
desire to continue trying - or even their life.  Your destructive, 
careless word can diminish someone in the eyes of others, destroy 
their influence and have a lasting impact on the way others respond 
to them.  Be careful what you say.  Speak life to (and about) those 
who cross your path.  There is enormous power in words.  If you 
have words of kindness, praise or encouragement - speak them 
now to, and about, others.  Listen to your heart and respond.

The other frog continued to jump as hard as he could, although his body was wracked with pain and he was 
quite exhausted.  Once again, his companions began yelling for him to accept his fate, stop the pain and 
just die.  The weary frog jumped harder and harder and, wonder of wonders, the milk turned into butter 
with all the movement of the jumping.  The frog was now able to stand on the layer of butter on top, use 
that as leverage and finally leaped so high that he sprang out of the pot.  Amazed, the other frogs celebrated 
his freedom and then gathering around him asked, “Why did you continue jumping when we told you it 
was impossible?” The astonished frog explained to them that he was deaf, and as he saw their gestures and 
shouting, he thought they were cheering him on.  What he had perceived as encouragement inspired him 
to try harder and to succeed against all odds.
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